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carefully observes the actions and habits of a militia com- 
pany in any neighborhood, especially when it goes into 
camp, will be struck with the likeness which it bears to a 
company of regular soldiers under like circumstances. 
The general effects of the system, physical and moral, 
seem to me to be about as follows, making allowance of 
course for exceptional cases : 

(1) On the whole, the physical effects are far from 
good. The straightening and training of the body, which 
in thems Q lves would be of some real value, are more than 
outweighed by certain deleterious influences to be men- 
tioned below. The physical good coming from the drill 
is generally so offset in this way that the physical strength 
and health of the average militia boy is inferior to that 
of the ordinary boy of the community. Nor is the drill 
in itself so valuable physically as it is usually claimed to 
be. The positions of the body are stiff and unnatural, 
and when the boys break ranks they are notoriously in- 
different to their bodily form and movement. To train a 
boy physically for the ordinary citizen's life a Young 
Men's Christian Association gymnasium is incalculably 
better than militia service. 

(2) The militia service furnishes a good schooling in 
vulgarity, folly and general looseness of behavior. Pro- 
fanity, coarseness and vulgarity Of language, foolish and 
unmanly jesting abound. The tendency to these things 
created by the separation of the boys from the ordinary 
restraints of social life and the herding of them together, 
is increased by the fact that the roughs of a community 
are usually among the first to go into the military com- 
panies. The militia service furnishes an attractive field 
for a certain class of boys well known about the towns 
and villages, and their presence in the companies raises 
the profanity, vulgarity and jesting to a maximum. 
Even boys free from these things, when they enter the 
militia, are drawn speedily into them or have their moral 
sense deadened to the wickedness and unmanliness of 
them. Christian young men entering the military service 
sometimes stand up, in large measure, against the prev- 
alent profanity and vulgarity, but the tide is against 
them, and but few get through unsmirched. 

(3) The tendency to dissipation in the way of exces- 
sive smoking and drinking and of certain forms of gam- 
bling is very strong ; not so much so by any means as in 
the regular army, where men are herded together month 
after month like so many cattle, but much stronger than 
in ordinary life. When the militia goes into camp near 
a town or village for a few weeks, this dissipation usually 
manifests itself to the eyes of all. It is useless to say 
that such a life of looseness and irregularity is ruinous 
physically as well as morally. 

(4) The handling of deadly weapons, and the training 
to their skilful use with a view to the possible killing of 
enemies, lessens respect for human life, and tends in- 
evitably to restrict one's love and regard to those of 
one's own community or country. That love of all 
nations, of all men, even of one's enemies, which is so 
essential a part of the Christian spirit, makes a sorry 
growth amid such surroundings. The general callous- 
ness to Christian influences of men trained to the idea of 
fighting and bloodshed is too well known to need men- 
tion. 

For these reasons it seems clear to me that the militia 
service furnishes little or nothing to help young men ; on 
the contrary, nearly everything connected with it hinders 
them from forming those habits of thought, speech and 



life which are essential to true manhood, and from act- 
ing under the inspiration and guidance of those ideals 
and motives which Jesus Christ introduced for the re- 
generation of the world. 



EUROPEAN SOVEREIGNS AND PEACE. 

Will this year bring the commencement of European 
disarmament? We watch with the deepest interest for 
every sign of such a blessing. Recent press dispatches 
which we quote below are encouraging. Sovereigns have 
so long cultivated suspicion and talked of war that noth- 
ing could be more welcome than their united voice raised 
for peace and real efforts by them for disarmament. 
Here is what the wires have recently brought over : 

"The Paris correspondent of the Times, in reference 
to the recent utterances of Chancellor von Caprivi, which 
are assumed to indicate that Emperor William is en- 
deavoring to bring about reduction of the military 
expenditure of the powers, says : 

" ' At a recent meeting of the Italian finance commission, 
one of the members, Sig. Capelli, declared that he had 
learned from an absolutely certain source that Emperor 
William was pleased to see that Italy was reducing her 
army, and that Count Kalnoky, the Austro-Hungarian 
prime minister, had advised King Humbert that Emperor 
Francis Joseph was also pleased because of the lessening 
of Italy's military expenditures.' 

" The correspondent further says that the King of Den 
mark, in conversation with a Spanish gentleman a few 
days ago, said : ' The Czar, my son-in-law, whose 
mission is one of peace, is quite ready to co-operate, and 
Emperor Francis Joseph is equally disposed to do his 
utmost to bring about this end. I have not ventured to 
speak to Emperor William on this subject because a 
young sovereign always dreams of winning new laurels, 
but I am sure that King Humbert is willing to discuss the 
question of a reduction of military burdens, while your 
Queen Regent of Spain has proved her desire for a long 
peace. I am sure, therefore, that Russia, Spain, Austria 
and even Italy are equally eager for an unbroken period 
of peace.' 

'•The King added that he hoped to live long enough to 
see the European powers make sweeping reductions in 
their military establishments. 

" A Berlin dispatch to the Times says that the Germania 
interprets the chancellor's words to mean that several of 
the powers are willing to participate in a movement look- 
ing to a general reduction of military expenditures, and 
that the Kaiser is foremost among the rulers who earn- 
estly desire prolonged peace." 



The following persons have recently become members 
of the American Peace Society: B. Schlesinger, Heze- 
kiah Butterworth, Everett 0. Fisk, C. D. Hammer, Joseph 
D. Wood, Dr. Frederick E. Cheney, L. M. Chase, of Bos- 
ton ; Dr. S. K. Harriman, Natick, Mass. ; Emile Pick- 
hardt, Islington, Mass. ; Mrs. S. M. Seabury (life mem- 
ber), New Bedford, Mass. ; Mrs. L. Maria Stanley, Da- 
mascus, Ohio; James M. Beck, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
Hon. John W. Hoyt, Washington, D. C. ; Robert Y. 
Hayne, Esq., San Francisco, Cal. ; Mrs. Mary Frost 
Ormsby, New York ; John P. Branch, Richmond, Va. 



